ACTION ITEM #1
Establishment of Murrow College of Communication Departments
(Daniel J. Bernardo)
March 24, 2017
TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS
SUBJECT:

Establishment of Edward R. Murrow College of Communication
Departments

PROPOSED:

That the Board of Regents establish three departments within the
Edward R. Murrow College of Communication

SUBMITTED BY:
SUPPORTING
INFORMATION:

Daniel J. Bernardo, Provost and Executive Vice President
The Murrow College of Communication proposes to create the
following three departments:
•
•
•

Department of Journalism and Media Production
Department of Communication and Society
Department of Strategic Communication

Recently, the Murrow College of Communication requested, and had
approval by the WSU Board of Regents and Faculty Senate, a
realignment of degree plans and degree names. The Bachelor of Arts
in Communication has been renamed as separate degrees in Strategic
Communication, Communication and Society, and Journalism and
Media Production. These changes were requested for the following
beneficial reasons:
1. Differentiation between degrees: The three degrees (which were
identical to the current three Majors) shared only 13 credits,
including college pre-requisites, a one credit orientation course and
six credits of college core courses. Thus, each degree contained
additional credits (24-30) unique to each degree.
2. Accreditation: The College intends to pursue accreditation from the
Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass
Communication (ACEJMC). Dividing the communication degree
into three separate degrees improved its ability to achieve
accreditation by seeking accreditation for only Strategic
Communication and Journalism and Media Production.
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Communication and Society falls outside the parameters of ACEJMC
as an accrediting body.
3. Industry demand: the previous degree designation of
"communication" was generally applied to programs that offer a
theoretically focused approach to the field of communication and
its impact on society. The fact that the students' areas of
specialization was not reflected on their degree was an impediment
on the job market as employers are looking for students with
expertise in areas of specialization such as Journalism & Media
Production and Strategic Communication.
4. Evolution of a new college: Restructuring of the degree was part of
the evolution of the Murrow College, which transitioned from
school within the College of Liberal Arts to a stand-alone college in
2008. The new degree structure reflects the restructuring of the
curriculum in 2011. Enrollment has nearly doubled since Murrow
became a college. Given the number of students at the time of
transition, a division into three separate degrees did not make sense.
With the current AAFTE, that is now practical and logical.
Given these recent approvals and the ongoing development of the colocated programs, the proposed departments will provide a structure in
support of the new degrees and majors.
The proposed departments will be housed in Pullman. However, the
program in Integrated Strategic Communication in Everett (ISCE)
would also fall under the Department of Strategic Communication, as
would the proposed communication program in Vancouver. In
addition, the intended online Bachelor of Arts in Strategic
Communication would be housed under the Department of Strategic
Communication in Pullman.
The departments will offer the following degrees and majors:
•

•

•

Department of Journalism and Media Production will offer a
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism and Media Production and offer
majors in Broadcast News, Broadcast Production, and
Multimedia Journalism
Department of Communication and Society will offer a Bachelor
of Arts in Communication and Society and offer majors in Risk
and Crisis Communication, Science Communication, and
Communication and Technology
Department of Strategic Communication will offer a Bachelor of
Arts in Strategic Communication and offer majors in Public
Relations and Advertising

The creation of these new departments does not eliminate any existing
units. It would take the existing sequence structure and make them
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departments. Thus, the creation of these departments has no effect on
faculty inside or outside of the unit and no effects on other
administrative units.
The proposed departments will not serve as tenure units. Tenure will
continue to be granted by the College. Should the faculties grow
sufficiently in size in the future, Murrow College of Communication can
revisit this decision and submit a new proposal for consideration to
allow granting of tenure at the department level.
Immediately below is a table regarding the costs related to supporting
the proposed departments. A more comprehensive narrative can be
found in the attached Notice of Intent (page 7 and 8).
Administrative
Cost
Administrative
Stipends

PreProposed
transition (per year)
$0
$38,602

Operating Costs

$0

$20,886

Administrative
Support

$0

$30,400

Future TenureTrack Hires

$0

$0

Funding Source for
New Costs
Addition College
enrollment (Pullman
based as well as
online BA and MA
programs)
Addition College
enrollment (Pullman
based as well as
online BA and MA
programs)
Addition College
enrollment (Pullman
based as well as
online BA and MA
programs)
N/A

Total:
$89,888
The Murrow College of Communication proposes to transition to the
department structure by Fall 2017.
The Provost’s Office reviewed the notice of intent submission and
deemed the same to be worthy of consideration in November, 2016.
The Faculty Senate Executive Committee along with the Steering
Committee voted to approve this proposal, which was presented as an
Informational Item at the November 17, 2016 Faculty Senate Meeting.
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